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| chase seeds even at present prices, and to
' make available a supply of labor,
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Conscription at Last

April 28, 1917, will he rememberod as
the day on which the United States re-
nounced for good and all a fundamental
error in its military policy. The votes
last Saturday in the two houses of Con-
pross make it cortain that we shall not
depend ngwin  for the recrnitment of
armies on the unfair, hashazard, unscien-
tific and extremely costly system of vol-
unteerine. We shull make military ser-
vice sn obligation of citizenship and shall
mohilize by conscription the man power at
cur command, thus getting the best re-
sults not only in the ficid but in the in-
dustries by which our population must be
fed and our armies supplied and equipped.

1t has been an uphill fight to overcome
the tradition of veluntaryism. The idea
that one may serve the state or not. az he
pleases, had tauken deep root in our easy-
going American individualism. It fitted
in with the loose structure of our national
organization und with our frontiersman
habits of thought. In young and sparse-
Iy settled countries volunteering is in har-
mony with the popular temper, That is
why Canada and Australin have stuck to
it in this war., But in a country which
has attained, or is attaining, its growth,
where economic and industrial conditions
are complex. volunteering handicaps effi-
giency. It hampers national effort, be-
cause it prevents unification and scien-
tific selection. It is a poliey of muddling
anid waste.

Ancient prejodices die very hard In
spite of the warnings of military experts,
in spite of the failure of volunteering in
Great Britain and the vindieation of con-
seription in the Continental countries. our
people were slow to learn their lesson,
Congress shut its eyes to the facts. It
has refused for three years past o make
pny genuine. military preparation. It
scoffed at conseription. At the last se<sion
it was impossible to get action even on a
universal military training hill,

But necessity is a great educator. What
Congress would never have dreamed of
doing two months ago it has done now.
It has put our military system at last on
u stable basis. It has now voted conserip-
tion by overwhelming majorities in both
houses, not because the members like con-

seription uny better than they did last
winter, but because they have suddenly
realized that without it there is no hope
for us in a military sense.

There was a rush of Congressmen on
Satirday to get under cover. The once
formiduble anti-conscription cabal melted
away. ‘The santi-preparedness machine,
Poilt up with so much care, went to smash.
The Militury Affairs Committee of the

backism, had voted in fuvor of volunteer-
ing by 13 to 8 It was the decision of a
packed court. The case for velunteering
rested on cheap sentimentalism. It could
not stand the test of argument. There
vould be no repetition of the exhibition of |
folly which passed the Hay law. In the
House the volanteer scheme was there-
fore rejected on & first vote hy 270 to 08
and on a second by 313 to 109, It was a
erushing repudiation of the Military Af-
fairs Committes clique. Tt ought to end
the mischievous activities of that clique,
to which the country owes so largely its
present desperate condition of unprepared-
ness.

Despite that pacihist and anti-prepared-
nesa cabul and despite the apathy which so
large a part of the public has shown tow-
ard rational military preparation, we are
now headed toward the ereation of & real
army. That is the cheering thing about
Saturday's vote. We have been late in
repenting—but pot wo late.  We shall
now build up an adequate military system
not only for this crisis but for the future.

While the country is congratulating it-
self on this result—attained with so much
difficulty—it should remember with. espe-
cial gratitude those whose devoted labors
have had the largest influence in clearing
the way for this irdispensable military
referm. It is not too much to say that
Major General Emoary Upton is the resl
flﬂ}ﬂ' of the agitation to do away with
the: peruicious volunteer system, His
book, “The Military Policy of the United
States,” contained an ununswerable in-

. dictment of voluntaryism. It was left
unfinished in manuscript on General Up- |
ton's death, in 1881, and lay for twenty |
years in the archives of the War Depart- |
ment. It was rescued fromr oblivion in
1904 by Secretary Root and printed as al
public dbcument. It became at once the!
starting point for the attack on the vicious |
volunteering policy which cost the United
States so dearly in all its wars. Upton's |
Lrilliant critique ‘shattered forever the de- |
lusion that volunteering had ever heen
anything but a calamitous experiment in
our military history.

Learding volunteering #s @

1 - - g
conspicuously and efficiently than any ather!

living officer he has worked for 1Ini\f’|’.‘il|||
military training and service,
rreached the doctrine of conseription W hen
few others had the courage to use thal
Public indifference never |
But for his |
fidehty
now

wnpapular word.
deterred or disconraged him.
breadth of Cnergey
American opinion might not
have been educated up to the point o dis-
broken stafl.
liie name will be justly coupled with Up.
ton’s as a leader in the fight to destroy
our most  dangerous military  delusion.
Eaually with Upton his place will be se-
cure in the history of the modernization of
nited States.

and
even

Vison,

the mmlitary system of the 1

A Vote on the Sewage Bills
The Legmislature is stheduled to adjourn
By one device and another a
bills intended

woeek,
vole Senator Wagner's
ts froe the Croton watershed of state in- |
otitutions #nd keep it free of them has
Loy prevented.  Unless these measunes
are passed there exists the possibility that
this great city may be compelled to drink
water mixed with the sewage [rom insane
persons and defectives—a danger to which |
physicians  and  enginecrs  are keenly
alive and a menace which the public here

this

dreads,

Senator Wagener's hills were introduced
tnst year, but failed of paseage. There
should be no failure this year. They are
too important to too many people to be
jockeved into failure again by parliamen- |
tary manceuvring. The opposition to them
is politieal, bnsed on the objection of
Westchester County hosslets to losing the
institutions, Wwith their jobs and contract
patronage and their effect on property
viluation, from the district.

That is a pretty small consideration to
sot aeninst the health of & city containing
Half the population of the state. There
are other sites in the state where there
would be ne possible menace to the health

of any community. Other use, not ietri-

mental to the health of this eity's inhahi-

tants, can be found for the present sites
for the Mohansic Hospital and the Boys'
Training School. All this is conceded by
the state authorities, since the Governor
kas ordered construction work on these
institutions stopped. But the metropolis
cannot congider itself safe until these
Wagner bills, legally putting an end to
the have heen placed on the
statute hooks.

The least the Legislature can do, surely
the least it sheald do, is to permit a vote
te be taken on these measures, The pres-
¢nt tacties, which, if persisted in, must
result in killing the bills by indirection,
are anything but fair to this city. Those
legislators who want to leave a possibility
that New Yorkers may be forced to drink
sewage-polluted water should not be ex-
cuszed from attesting that desire on a
formal rollcall.

menace,

Getting Aid to the Farmers
Great stress has been laid by every gov-
ernment ngeney since the declaration of
war on the necessity for raising bumper
crops in order to feed ourselves and our
Indications of a willingness to re- |
Everybody
professignal

allies.
spond have been gratifying.
with available land, from
farmers to commuters, women club mem-
Lers and children with plots in school gar-
dens, has rallied to the call to be a “soldier
of the soil.” Two great items stand in the
way of making this movement really effec-
tive—the difficulty of obtaining seeds or
money for seeds, al present prices, and the
searcity of farm labor.

Many schemes have been suggested for
meeting the searcity of labor, including the
drafting of men not fit for military service
and the impressing of schoolboys, Boy
Seouts and other potential lubor not now
employed. 1t may be assumed that pres-
ently some government sction will be taken
to put seeds within tiie reach of the farm-
or funds in farmers' hands to pur-

But in
the meantime no ageney exists which can
sorve as @ go-between for farmers and offi-
cialdom—which can correlate the needs of

the farmers and the resources of the gov- !

ernment to meet them. As the situation
stunds, farmers with available acreage,
Litherto unworked for lack of suflicient
capital or suffivient labor, must get into
touch with county furm bureaus, with their
state departments of agriculture or with
the Federal department, and all this in-
volves some uncertainty about the result
and inevitable delay, while the planting
season s ut hand,

To supply the missing link in the chamn,
the Merchants" Association has evolved an
oxcellent plan to be apolied in the agricult-
ural district tributary to New York City.
At the request of its food problem com-
mittee, President Morgan has written to
bunks and trust companies throughout this
stute, New Jersey and Connecticut urging

“the formation of local committees of bank-

%, farmers and business men,  These
committees are to learn the financial and
labor needs of farmers and to tabulate
them and communicate them lo govern-
nrent wgencies,  They are to assure the
farmers that financiul aid will be forth-
coming and that labor will be supplied, so
that no time may be logt in putting under
cultivation all workable land.

Such committees would have an impor- |
tant place in the campaign for intensive
foodstuff production. A farmer in plough-
ing and planting time cannot indulge 0|
extensive correspondence regarding funds |
for enlarging hbis work. But if he can go
to some responsible representative of a
local group of bankers and business muen |
and got assurance of a loan to finance pur-
chases of seeds and fertilizers, and file a
yequest for a certain number of farm. |
hands, with the certainty that his requix- |
tiof will be honored when the aid is needed, |
he will have every inducement to keep |
every Lillable acre busy. [

President Wilson has said that “upon
the farmers of this country in large meas-

One other name stands out in the cru- | urc rests the fate of the war.” The farm-
sade now crowned with success. It is that | ers may be depended on to do their part,
of Major Gegeral Leonard Wood. More ! buy the problem is bigger than that. This

suggestion for local committees to wnrk!

with them and the government agencies is

farmeis fo start their part of the work im-

mediptely, as is negessary.

German Threats of Reprisal
It was announeed by the German gov

Send a Division to Belgium
(From The Tribune of Mareh 4

He boldly | highly peactical, in that it will ennble ﬁml The very first step thet should be taken by

the United States Government, outside of the

preparations for home defence, shoulid be the

| dizpateh of a division, drawn from our regu

ernment on January A1 that hospital ships |

crocsing the English Chunnel were hepee- that the
forth to he treated ss ships of war and | gium raised in the paramount i
This cownrdly | war, and that the principle involved is the

sunk without warning.

lar army, to Helgium

It

requires o prgument to demonstrate

jszue which the invasion of Bel

ssue of the

threat has heon carried oot with the ut- oo cae at the reot of the whole struggle.

most malignity, and only n few days ngo
a ship, with German as well as British
woundnd on bourd, was sent to the hottom.
When the Germans learned that some of
their own countrymen had fallen vietims

w their thoroughness they began o ariee | with the Belgian troops in the
1o whine at the inhumanity of their ene

mies, and now, characteristically enough,
{hie Minister of Marine announves that if
German wounded contintie to be Lrans-
ported in the hospital ships of the Allies
it will be necessary “to adopt the =everest
mensures in reprisal.”

A more grossly perverse sense of jus-
tice has seldom heen exhibited even by
the Germans themselves, The pretext on
which Germany initinted the war on the

1

Tn send o division of United States troops
to Belginm, to serve alongside the Relgian
tronps it the dofence of that tiny portion of
felgium =il lefo to King Albert, and join
reconsuest of
their homes, this is something that Amerien

houtd regard oy a mornl duty.

Whatever ons may think of the other aims
of the contending nations in Furope, the Bel-
gign jesue 15 unmistakable and the liberntion
of Relgium is the duty of the world.

Hy sending a division of regular troops to
felginm we should reliove a certain number |
of French troops now engaged with the Bel-

wians,  The troops which we sond wonld pnis

ciek and wounded was that the enemy, ' . oo France, and their passing through

| Austria and

the Vatican

" By a French Catholi:

(Bused on an Article i the |

ninin feurs of the Holy Sce rinen

thie very beginning of thic war, a fear which |
influenesd  easentially it politieal !
attitude during the Inst two and a hslf years, |
was the eventunlity of a disruption of Ause |
trin. About tie solieitude of the Vatican for |
the Hapshurg dynasty there can be no douht, {
Matiy poople sre, therefore, inclined to as-
stime that the “neptrality” of the Papaey han |
tean and is partly yot but surface nttitude. |
Oithers, placing the conflict hetween the prin- |
ciples ut stake nbove the conflict hetween gov-
ernmentt and dynasties, recall to their mem-
ary the policy af Leo XL who favored dem-

'ncrlllu' idens, was n sineere friend of the

e nf the

genernl

| Slavie ‘ruee, and, eonsequently, hnd concili
ated himself with the thanght of the eventunl
disappearance of the Court of Vienna, '|'h|'!'l:1.
|are even some, particular)y in Italy, whe be
| lieve that the present Ifape’s anxiely :h(u:l|
| the fate of Charles 1 and his archdueal fam- |
ily can bost be explained hy Benedict's eon-
vietion of the identity of the intercsts of the
Vatiean and the Viennn Hofbarg.

We are not unmindful of the fuet that the
Caiholic Church has *o look out for the fut-
ure, gven for the very distant future, and that

and “especiatly the British,” had too many | : o o !
pivedbis g France would be a sign and a symbol 10 the Lo i o6 yne certainty that there will be

Fospitul ehips and were undoubtedly using i whels Frovih

and

tn transport troops military

Even supposing this were true,

them
stpres,

. | ;
the remedy wag simple, for under inter- | emune in E

national law the Germans had a perfect
right to stop and cenrch any suspicions
ship. The excuse for not doing 8o is thut
the Germans could not safely run the risk,
and that henee it is abundantly reasonable
to compel the British to establish hospitals

| for German prisoners in France,

Suvagery, in short, is only reprehensi-
ile when a German suffers, and then the
fault it with the enemy who fails to help
Germany in directing it to the proper

ahject,

-

Vox Populi
You can doubt democracy as a system
of government with which to make war,

but vou cannot doubt the people 1hi‘m-_”m
’ L .

selves. That is the chief moral of politi-
cal faith to which the war has thus far
given birth. In France, it England and
in the United States politicians and states-
men have shown themselves again and
again hopelessly lacking in courage and in
imagination. In each country the popular
will has swept uside politicians and states-
men; got what it wanted, and what it
wanted was right.

As pretty an illustration of the ror
populi speaking its mind with courage and

|vigor as we have seen was the reply of

Hamilton, Mentana, Miss Jeannette
Rankin, Congressman-at-Large from that
viate. She hac wired heme: *1 have heard
of no one in the House who i= supporting
the President's conseription hill. o you
wish me to stand alone for this?" To
which the Hamiiton Chamber of Com-
meree made answer in words worthy of
framing, to be hung before the eyes of
lerislators, male or female:

to

Hamilton overwhelmingly favors con-
seription as only fair method for demoe-
yucy. Ask you and other Representutives
of Montana to stand firmly by the Presi-
dent in his plans— if need be, alone

If need be, alone! There is the courage
which how many voices of legislators and
statesmen have lacked in the past three

years! And the Chamber of Commerce
of Hamilton, Montana (population 2,240),

bites out the words while you wail.
By a coincidence there were published
in The Tribune on the same day the words

‘of Joseph Chamberlain, written in 18RI,
One |

Dir. Morton Prince, of Boston.
striking passage in his extraordinarily in-
teresting letter reads:

The statesmen whom Vietor Hugo de-
veribed ("un homme d'état c'est une cer-
taine medioerité supérieure”) are timid
They will not “take ocension by the hand™;
but the people are all right, and, sooner ar
lnter, the vor populi will prevail

The vor populi ha: prevailed; and in

1o

prevailing it has exhibited all the courage !
and all the imagination which contempu-:

rary statesmen have lacked,

Science and Statesmanship
Frin The of Lowdow

Let us fuce the fact freely that eminence in
seientific research does not of itself confer
jodgment in the conduct of life; but if it is
conjoitied with such judpment you get the
most effective man of all, compared with
whom the sdministrator who lives by picking
other men's brains is helpless. He speaketh
with suthority, and Fiot us do the serihes,
Thie true way of using the scientific men in
business or officigl life 1% to staff the whole
estublishment with them and then to pick out
for the direction those who develop talent for

administration and judgment in affairs.

Tl

Singing '"The Star-Spangled Banner”

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I stopped at n reermiting =land at
Fifth Avenue and Forty-second Street to-day
to lHaten to n very ahle speech which n younz
man was making in sn endeavor to stir the
men to & sense of the duty which they owe
their eountry At the conclusion of his
spooch he nvked the people (and there were &

Targe number) to join in singing “The Stur- |

Spungled Banner! He started the anthem
twiee, but no one joined him, and as he was
not a singer he wan compellod to stop, much
to the apparent smusement of the crowd
Fortunately, a Indy volunteered to lead the
singing, and she sang one verse and the
chorus, with perhaps hall n dozen or u dozen
peaple joining in, while it was necessary in
seversl instances for the
men who were at the stand to tell men (and
probably eitizens) to remove their hats.

1 hive never witnessed s more disgraceful

scene.  Such n thing would never have hap- | tien with black seil, cutwerms, mysterious
pened in any other country, especially at a| fungus diseases and new forms of worry.

time like this, Cen you imagine a similar
erowd of Epglish or Canadians being asked
to sing “God Save the King”! Every one

| would have sung it, and not been ashamed to

do wo, ns apparently many people to-dany wers
wehamed to sing. Americn i» at war, and ita
citizenia wre usked 1o join m singing oar
national anthem, snd they not only do not
sing It or try to sing i1, but seem to con-
sider it quite a “joke™ thal ne one eounld
sing it

It was not o ignorant crowd- there were
rich and poor, n fairly reprecentative erowd
but they were ignorant of their national an-
them or else ashamed (which seems even
waorse) to sging it A WOMAN.

Yonkers, N. Y., April 24, 1017,

Nationnl Guards-.

people, first, that Amerieans
were sending their sons to serve the same
urope that French troops served in
a century and a hall ago,

Amerien nearly

and, second, they would be & visihle r\'idrncn!

of the arrival of a new faree in the wm"lrll

struggle |
The Tribune agroes with its neighbor “The

World™ in its suggestion that we should RI;'('IE
ruther than lend money to France. But it
feels that however great the sum of money
we may give to Franee, if 1L were unaccom-,
panied by Amcrican troops it would eu'r'l'l'.lI
10 4 peaple spending their best Bhlood in the
srvice of eivilization anly & partial perform- |
anee of our duty. It is not enough to pay

irt money, and we must share in the sacrifice |

of life essential to the salvation of civilizn-

The Tribune Lelieves that the United States
should make ull proper preparations for wag- |
ing war, for contributing as an ally both in
blood and treasure to the common ciuse of |
the nations now fghting agninst Germany.
But it believes that German, and not Ameri-
enn, purposes would be served if the declars-
tion of war upen Uermany cshould be fol-
lawed by an interruption of that flow of =up- |
tlics and munitions to Furope which for
France and for Russia, iz almost indi pen-
sihle.

One of the first things that the German in-
fluences in this country will attempt to do
«fter war hus heen declared —and some of
them have nov awaited the declaration—is to
limit the participstion of America to defence
on thie side of the Atlantic. Only secondary
will be the attempt to persuade Congress to
lay hands on all war materials in this coun-
try and turn them to the use of an American
army which it will tuke long months and
even years to create, [T, following our dee-
laration of war upon Gern any, we should be
beguiled into interrupting the flow of steel
nroducts and munitions to France, we should,
in fact, have made the greatest possible con-
tribution to Germany, and our entrance into
the war might have a fatal meaning for those
who are fighting our enemy.

We must send vroops to Europe, bncause:
we must demonstrate our willingness to do
our part and give of our lives as well as of
our money. We =hall have
thousands more of troops to Kurope if the

to send many

wnr continues for N{!‘\'Enl Yenrs, as now
seems likely; but this is a consideration of the
At the moment it is of first
portance that we do unything we
vhould coérdinate our plans with those who
wre to be our allies, and we must avoid at
all costs contributing to German victory by

ignorant and stupid activities on our own|

future. im-

before

part.

The Tribune believes that the division sent
to Burope should be officered from our regu-
lur establishment; that it should possess the
highest efficiency that can be obtained within '
that serviee; and it believes that a ﬂi\-ie-innl
of 20000 men is the maximum possible con- |
tribution that ean be made at this time inj

To the Editor of The Tribune.

iy : : B ey cluded,

A B8 EARE. SR IWERE DRV CH 1 This is no fanciful picture, hut sober fact. |
{zen must do his part, the Prestdent had Many w man will make light of it untii ie

troops.

The Tribune heartily seconds the suggoes-
tion mude by “The World" in the matter of |
giving finnncial sid to France, but it lays |
most stross of all upon the need of care and
intelligenee now, when it has become a ma- |
terial, as well as a moral, duty for us te nhl!
the Allied enuvse, and a question of safety,
us well s of honor, to defend civilization

sgninst the German attack. |

The Backyard Gardener |

ifram The Detroit Journigl) I

Thist backyurd gardener who says he has
put forty dollars’ worth of work into his
pateh and taken out ten dollars® worth of
products is loxt. He is betrayed by apply-
ing conventional business thought to an af-|
fiir that should be as fur from business as
fishing for catfish is from making a real’
catnte deal h
The lenst valuable thing that the smateur |
gardencr gets out of his plot is vegetubles,
Infinitely more important the exereine,
the interest in growing things, the assoecin=

The man who leaves & problem downtown
and tackles another kind of problem ovack
of the kitchen goes through a training in
proportion,  The mam who flres from the
writation of competitors and  tackles the
competition of wet ground or neighbers’
hens learns n faet of value to all men, that
few things are sequived without a struggle,
If “in the sweat of thy lace shait thou eat
bread™ is true, it is equally true that only
through work and watchfulness shall you
make a garden patch bring farth ite in-
Crease,

Gardening is the thing, noy the vicld;
elean, honest toil in the sweet open alr, not
the radishes and onions and tomatoes.

new Austrin after this war, the problem of
how 'n great autoeratic and strictly Catholie

| state conld be tolerated in the centre of Eu-

rope in hard to reconcile with the present
programnie of the Entente, aiming at the re-
organization of Europe on n progressive and
demacratic badis, T8t eomplex problem,
therefore, deserves the mogt setious conzid-
on on the part of the statesman and stu-

ernti
dent of history.
Present Position of the Church

Lot us, then, fiest, in arder to ohtain the
vight angle, consider imipartinlly the position |
held in Austriz-Hungary by the Catholie |
Chureh. The latter, to a certain extent nntli
quite in Jdogmatic harmony with its claim L
w supernatural origin, stands in Austria above
the commen luw, The high elergy, constitu-
tionally, is an essential part of the parlin- |
mentary anid uu\‘vrnmentul machinery. Cer-
tain bisliopa and abbots enjoy not anly nobil-
iary titles and nll the privileges of the high-
oxt aristoeracy, but also an onormous income
trom landed estates and other soyrees, re-
minding us of the great peelesinst.eal feudnl
lords of the Middle Ages.

The lower elergy is respected and has a resl
politieal and social influence. Religious in-
struction is ohligatory for the entire Catholie
pepulation. The world has not forgotten yet
the splendors of the cucharistic congresses of
a few years ago at Vienna and Agram, in |
which the court and the highest military and |
state dignitaries solemnly participated. |

The Austrinn Ambassador near the Vatican
i« the real dean of the Papal diplomatic corps !
i the ltalian eapitsl. From the moment the

' Austrian umbassadorial palace of the Piazza

Venozin had to be vacated th  Vienna court
tnizsed no opportunity to redouble its regards
taward the Papaey. Whenever Benedict xv
ralsed his voice in behalf of & humannnrmn'
principle, pleading for war prisoners, widows
and orphans, or the saving of churches and
their art treasures, the Vienna government
was the first to heed the appeal in the most
cespectful manner. \
The sense of relationship of the Austnan
Catholies with the Pope is more individual,
more filial, than that of the Cutholies of Ger-
wany, At the Vienna Hofburg, even while
the Triple Alliance lasted, one never took
great pains to dissimulate the conviction that
the so-called luws of guarantee of 1870, at
present in full force and vigor, are not a
suffeient safeguard for the absolute inde-
pendence of the Holy See, |
While tha temporary pro-Papal mun:festos|
of the Catholie centre in the land of Luther,
Hegel and Bismarck quite naturally bear the |
stamp of more or less constraint, the clerical
purty in Austris openly and sincetely prays
snd works for the reiéstablishment of the tem-
poral power of the Papacy. |
Chureh and State |

But in spite of all this we must not allow
qursclves to be altogether deceived by the |
briltiant faeade of the ceclesinsticnl Austriun
state structure. In reality, the State rather
than the Chureh is the winner. The opulence
and political influence of the Austtinn clergy
sre by no means conducive to the practice of
Christian vigtues, Has any one ever heard of
a #erious attempt on the part of the many
multi-millionaire Austrinn Church dignitaries
ta use their weslth and “pull” with their|
court and government to do some missionary
wark even in their own Balkan provinces®
They leave the work to the consuls, who nrver[

|
menta,

| brought the situntion te i erisis,
| wynid n fatal confliet, the Austro-Hungarnan

L eommands

Revie de Paris Signed “X™)

lines the worlid know nf one
single Austrinn prinee-higshop or prinee-ah-
bhat whn sver used his colossa]l revenues for
the furthersnce of some great religious,
philanthropic or literary enterpriac in hehalf
of his Chureh? In other words, the Austrian
government simply uses ite Catholic elergs ns
one of its most powerful politieal instry
In Bohemin, Moravin and Silesin the
priest s used to oppose the national nspirn-:
tions of the Czechs, in Carniola to fight
nigninst the Libersl party, and in the Ttalinn
constiand agninst the “lrredentn,” Some even
af the lower clergy have constitutionnlly the
vight to sit in the pelitical arsemblies, but
they must not dare to take the flonr agninst
the government, Where the antire populn-
tion in Catholie, at least no religious conflicts
tuke place. Hut the deinoralization sets In
when the Greek firthodox nnd other churches
divide the field with Uathelieicm.

A Cowed Clergy

the conseguence? Where the
the anti-national camp the
snsiders religion as the
The present War
Anxious to

ppered thek

Whnt
elergy in
younger generntion ¢
nrch-enemy of the nation.

is

government dared ot press the yuestion of
prtriotism with the nen-German populations.
At the critical moment of the unloosing of
the wat dogs the state-pampered elergy had
to stthmit to the behest of the government.
The city and village priest, often agninst his
convietion, huid to preseh “patriotic” sermons
wnl sprosd ealumnies and lies, thus often de-
livering irnocent victima to the vengeance of
civil tribunale and courts-martial, Woe to
the parson who hind the courage to resist the
or innuendors of his politicaul
chinfz! Lot us not forget that even the Cath-
olic fervor of old Francis Joseph, who was
taised by n pious Catholic mother of the ald
sehool, quiskly took a back seat when the
Kigher intereats of the state stood in the way.
He bud at tne time not only insisted upon
uring His veto power te prevent Cardinal
Rampolls from occupying the Hely See, but
did not even deign to apswer Pope Pius X
when the lutter, during the eritical July days
of 1914, implored him not to project Europe
into the bloody orgy.

Strange as the statoment may seem to those
who are not acquninted with the situation, it
in nevertheless a fact that the Hapsburg dy-
nasty, =0 far as their Catholicism i1 econ-

corned, diseloses n eynicnl pharisaism jieeping

paee with the faet that Francis Joseph, “the
King of Jerusalem,” had taken no pains to
provent his allies, the Sultan and the German

war lord, from persecuting nnd annililating |
the Catholics of Palestine and the Cathaelie

Armenians. One million of Catholicz, s duly

baptized as the late Hapsburg merarch him- |

solf, have been assassinated with his conni-
vince,

The question now arises how far the dis-
solution of this pseudo-Catholic-Austrian gov-
ernment is liable to reaet upon the future
destinies of the Papacy.

Rome seems to feel the need of an Austria
us her political pivot in Furope. But.who
cannot =ee the pitiable part the Hapsbhurg
monarchy will, in all probability, be con-
demned to play, now that, with the victory of
Ruszian democracy and the war alliance of
the United States with the Entente, the Cen-
tral Powers are doomed to ignominious de-
feat?
remain for the Catholie Chureh in this poly-
morphous, half-ruined conglomeration of
states? -

Future Prospects

The friexds of Austria in the Vatican con-
tend that the Hapsburg monarchy, even if
shorn off of the Italian “Irredenta,” Dal-
matiz, Bukowins, Transylvania and Eastern
Galicis in order to satisfy the territorial am-
bitions of Italy, Serbia, Rumania and Russia,
would still be a powerful state of nearly 40.-
000,000 inhabitants, and the Church does not
hesitate to prefer this peaceful, homogene-
oug, Catholic “remnant™ to the turbulent,
heterogencous and heterodox Austria in it2
present configuration.

In such a neutral state, having at last found
its political equilibrium, the clergy, it is
hoped, will no lenger be uged as a political
catspaw, and the Church will, for the first
time in Austria’s history, occupy a position of
complote independence, so necessary for the
realization of its mission.

To conclude: It ia the Austria of the Cath-
olie people and not the Austria of the court,
with itz double-headed cagle, which is worthy
of the solicitude of the Vatican. Here Ben-

edict XV has the chunce to carry out the!

great favorite scheme of social salvation of
his admired predecessor and master, Leo
X1, Anxious as the Holy Sce must be to
maintain u big Cetholic nursery in the cen-

tre of the old continent, it should have no

diffieulty to see that the Allies have the right
to say to Rome: “Iu nostro signo vinces,”
for the defeat of Austria connotes the victory
of Rome,

fuil to inject the poison of politics into the

Our Safety Against Invasion

It Depends Upon the Farmer, Who,
Alone Will Decide War

bve ]
for |

made his chief appeal to the mon who
on tie land, He is right in doing so.
the safely of our country just now is in the
hands of ottr furmers. What | mean is not
merely our safety and the safety of our
Alliex in the matter of food. | mean thas
the safety of the United States agains® for-
cign invasion hangs on the decision of the
farmers of the forty-eight states,

The two grest weapons in this war are
arms and starvation. The war against Ger- |
man arms will be won or loat in Franee;
the war against starvation will be wor or
lost in America. The Kaiser cannot whip
the Frenech and English armies and the
English navy while England has faod. But
it is atill poaiibio that the German sub-
marines may he able to keep food cnough
from reaching England to starve her into
submission.

If the submarines win, the first item snI
the Kaiser's terms of peace will be the Eng-
lish feet.  With the English fleet 10 his
possession the Kajser will be master of the |
world,

What will happen to us then? Every man
who stops to think knows the answer. We
shall have maney, food, labor, land - every-
thing that is desirable in the world excopt
the power to protect what we have. e
ports estimate that it will take us nine|
months to get reads to meet a German |
atmy of even 150000 men, with modern |
artillery. Under such circumstances wonld
the Germans troat us hetter than they have
already treated Belgium and Franee®

Even if the armies of our allies should
crush the German military power this sim-
mer. before the shortage of food can peuch
the point of want, the wdrld would still nesd
vast quantities of American food. Pnt if
they do pot, only one course can make us
safe, and that is to grow food enough on |
our fargs for ourselves and our allies, and
to put ships envugh on the sea to carry the

food, in snite of the submarines, to the men

who are fighting our fight,

If the war lasts beyond this summer
will be the Ameriean farmer who will win
or lose the war, who will overcome mili-
tarism and  sutocrsey  or allow them ‘o
spread and econtrol the world, ourselves ine

it

comes to think 1t over, but | venture to suy
that few will treat it lightly after carviul
thought, It is no more impossible than the

great viar itsell appeared to be only n few |
| days before it began. |
It is true that we can greatly increase the |

avuiluble food supply out of grain now uied
in making liquors and by reducing house-
hold waste. But when these two things ara
done, atel done thoroughly, they will not os
enough, The finul decision will «till rest in
the hands of the men who raise our food in
the lirst place,

The elear duty of the nation is to gaur-
antec the farmers a fuir price for their
crops when grown and a reasonable supply
of labor at harvest. The clear duty of the
farmer is to ruive Tood enough to win this
war for demoecracy against Kuiserizm,

No such responsibility has ever rested on
any class of men since the world begnn as

| rests to-day on the farmers of Ameriea.

GIFFORD PINCHOG,
Milford, Penn,, April 28, 1017,

From Free America
Te the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: One of the most recent official acts
of the sovereign people of New York was to
repudiate Elihu Root and the econstitution
he had devised for their state. That cir-
cumstance, coupled with his reputation us
the high prieat of reaction in the Westorn
Hemisphere, makes him the ideal emissary of
free Amerien to free Russin, It is deplor-
nhle that Alexander Hamillon is not elive
to aceompany Root on this delicate expedi-
tion that we are sending abroad to regulale
ftussinn libarty,  If Congress will only
hurry through with the military conserip-
tion hill Americin plutocracy may evperi-
ence the hely foy, some months later, of
contributing an army to put dewn the mobs
of freemen who will shortly rise in their
might to make an end of the catastrophe in
FEurope. HANNA,

Philadelphia, April 27, 1917,

[ The Reserve Corps %
| .

What chances of freadom would there

Departiment 1o Blame for 8}
| I'rentment of Candidates
| To the Fditer af The Tribune, 1
| Sir: In your cxeellent editorial
“Where Tact Would Have Count
|misn A very important point.
| You say “it is encouraging to h.i.
jenndidates Tor cominiszions who have 4
their #xaminutions are nol to be
to additional testa,” ote,, ete; *hey i
who huve slready qualified will recefvg o
" missions whether they enter the g
camps or not" .
{ The point ix that the men who hayg
Leommizsioned, or who have qualified
| misminns, suppnsedly  bettor fited
sueh posilions of rommand than a
plicart for the camp without train
many of them have but i thedreti y
|ing, and esen thoie wha h
serviee wre far from l?l.ﬂ::. o
judged by the regular army standards,
| need thia three months’ training ip
ways of warfare just as much an
“rookies," and | even question if the .
:lfl.ar' this training will net make n belle
| officer than xome already comminsioned,
| As these reserve officars or prospes L
'serve offieers who have qualified have bes |
{grounded in the clements of military ?
ence, is the government playing the g
net giving them un opportunity te
themselves by ficld training without
on them for more “gratuitous serviven® §
1 inyself served through the v
Ameriean War in Cuaba, attended the
burg camp, have successfully completed g
winter courses prescribed by the '.: A
partment in the past two winters, "
fully parsed my examinations fﬂr.. r
slon over a month avo, and
ing 'to show for that effort, n!m;a::'-.
sacrificed o great deal of time and
finuncially, than I would recelve in g

e

i 2

|

st

ure

pay in my rank, and yet the dep
demands an additional three mo
rifiee,

There is no use in saying that we
have to go; we (o, juit ms much ag
(were draftad, We all know we need|
(training: we all know we will be pam
in compoting with the men that hawe
Vit we all knew we will ha conatdered
ers if we don't go. Yet those thet srg gh
ated, as 1 am, with a dependent wifs and.
ren, have to take their means of nuppart &
to comply with such requirements. 0
_ Does such mismsnagement hreed
j ism? Does it make botter Americans

| wives and children?

! It is germaine to this subject to eall
attention to w provision that has slwsys|
a part of the General Staff's pian for §

army. One of the firet clauses has been: *R

OFRANiZNtiog af tite War Department”

til this reorganization oceurs, until the

partment cleans house from top to

(and at present the top is a good

commence!, and a businesslike. then

and efficient method of conducting the
iness of that department is devised, we

yill

‘always huve continual orders and plans .{.
like nature to this one of training officers. ;:
. ABPRS

Islip, Long [sland. April 28, 1017,

;.1

A Grave Injustice
To the Editor of The Tribune. y

Sir 17 your article in yesterday's Trib
une on the training camps for officers U
authentic us to facts, a grave injostice will
be done to many of the men who have spenl
| the better part of the last two year: in
ting themselves for commissions in the
cers' Ressrve Corps. :

I refer to the part of the article s
states the ihe ofFicers commissioned
0. R C. will be ordered to camps of ing

tion for m period of three months
ruy. Many of thesc men have already spi
two or more months in the Plattsburg &
at their own cxpense and have given ’
hours of time to study to prepare then
for their examinations.

It is agein putting & premium on
| for the resorve officer with an inde

inecome  aaturnlly will welecome the
| tunity to take the training. How wang
! working on a salary (and there are
| them who have won commissious at
‘erable financial loss to themselves and
| families) can take u three montha)
| without hardship, and in some cades|
(want, to their families? 1

Patriotism is not so prevalent ‘n this

try to-doy sz to make it advisably
stan®y put a handicap on it. And
the law to the e¢lfoct'that the
,cannot accept gratuitous services? &
The national defence act of W
[ 1918, Section 38, roads: *Oficers’!
,Corps in war. In time of actual or
ened hostilitiea the President may
(officers of the 0. R. C. to
duty with the regular army, . . . i:'
| officers of volunteers or other organithien
that muy be authorized by law; or 88
| of recruit rendexvous and doepots, or en
| other duty as the President may pe
b When such officers are on

vice they shall by virtue of their ¢
sions as reserve officers exercise o0

. and shall be entitled to pay
lowances of the corresponding
regular army."”

There is ample authority under tae
gency appropristion to pay the reserve
cers, and if there is a joker in the
 defence wet, as you state in your art
amendment should he made to the
act covering this point.

Islip, Long Island, April

o0, 1017,

Mysterious

Tao the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: | am writing to bring up 8§
w0 far has escaped the notice of the VEKS
offieers of the reserve wio have prowe
against the gross injustice that 18
foreed upen us. On Governor's 1
cother day 1 met a lieutenant of
who had his examingtion in March
commissioned on April 13, The fact
to bring to your notice is that [ was @
ined in Fehruary and am npot yet
“sioned.

As | understand it, 1 go without
smaller pay, than the man whom I m
grade and whom [ preceded in e
| by a month,
| Can you figurc the justice nfnit?

New York, April 26, 1017,

| Guard Applicants Handicapy
To the Editor of the Tribune,
| Sir: An & member of the lst New:
,Cavalry, | wish to protest ugainst Lhe
ctucles put in the Guardsmen's Way
getting an sppointment in the Officer
serve Corps. The last ruling states B
examinstions will be given for officers
| time; instead, il those who already
pointments, also wpplicants, must at
expense undergo n prescribed course
ing at some designated eamp.
Inasmuch as the Guard offcers red
give us ninety doyn’ furlough te andel
trairing, we wre unable to get com
even though we eould pass the exi
to-day. It would asppear to me that
have slready served cight months on W8
der and who are of as high & ata ;
these in my regiment ought to be
preference over citizens who just
ing to earry a rifte, A TRC
New York, April 26, 1017,

" .




